
 

By Bob Honeycutt 

Antennas 

Cable & Satellite TV prices keep going up! Now that all TV stations broadcast digitally, I put an antenna in my attic….to avoid putting 

it on the roof as lots of subdivisions and home owners associations ban them.  Using an amplifier, I get all the local stations in crystal 

clear digital high definition, a much better picture than the compressed signals of cable or satellite!  With digital TV, you either get 

the channel or you don’t. No more “snow.” TV stations still broadcast in both VHF and UHF so make sure your antenna has both 

elements.  If your TV does not have a digital tuner (mine doesn’t) you will need a digital converter box for each TV for the antenna 

(about $30.) I replaced my whole house cable feed with the antenna so I get the local channels on all my TV’s. Your TV reception will 

be based on your proximity to local TV transmitters. Here, most are on Holston Mountain. You can pick up antennas ranging from 

$50-$90 at most Wal-Marts or Best Buy or order on Amazon.  I have mine mounted to a stud in the attic because my existing cable 

wires already ran through there. But they can be put in closets, rafters in drop ceilings, etc. I do not recommend the flat panel small 

inside window antennas being advertised as I have not had much luck with them. However your mileage may vary! Here is the 

model I use:                                                              Watch my Antenna video 

Link on Amazon                    Here is the converter box I use 

 

This antenna comes with an amplifier. If yours doesn’t, and you don’t get all the local channels or you experience pixelazation, here 

is the model amplifier I recommend: 

     Link on Amazon                 Here is a great tool to trace coax cables 

http://roberthoneycuttenterprises.com/Video/Antennas.mp4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01KUXVKK0/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o00_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01I2EIKHK/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o05_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001PI09SE/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o01_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004CHVOBG/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o01_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01I2EIKHK/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o05_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1


 

By Bob Honeycutt 

Internet Streaming 

There are many Internet video streaming devices to choose from, such as the Amazon Fire Stick ($40). There are also numerous 

Android streaming boxes available that I recommend over the Fire Stick as they are more powerful and easier to install additional 

software on. I currently use the Nvidia Shield box (about $200) on my main TV.  I also use the Mi box ($70.00) in bedrooms. There 

are others priced as low as $30 but I do not recommend the cheaper boxes as I have had a few crap out! Out of the box you get 

many streaming channels, similar to Roku (which doesn’t work & play well with the software listed below,) but most are by 

subscription like Netflix & Hulu. One downside, you can only watch it on the TV it is hooked up to….not others in your house. They 

are however pretty easy to move from room to room or cheap enough to get several. Here are these 2 units I use. The Nvidia box 

comes with a game controller. The MI box has the HDMI cable included. You definitely need one to get Hi Def resolution. Android 

boxes are Google devices so you will need a Gmail account to set them up. Android 8.0 Oreo OS is now available and your units 

should be updated. Here are the recommended units with links: 

Nvidia Shield                               Mi                   

 

Using the free software Kodi (17.6-Krypton,) and adding different free streaming “builds,” you can get movies, TV shows and lots of 

free stuff. This is technically legal as you are streaming the content, not downloading to own. The great part about my set-up is that 

you can watch current TV shows whenever you want, not just when they are broadcast. For that reason I don’t need a DVR.  There 

are a lot of Kodi builds available as they come and go. Cosmic Saints, my former go-to is now off-line. My current favorite is the 

Durex build (Just released version 9.) I now run it on all my boxes. It’s very fast and has the apps I was used to on Cosmic Saints 

plus lots more. Ask to join their Facebook page for lots of great advice. Be sure and read the pinned message.  

Builds can be directly downloaded and installed through Kodi. I suggest downloading to a flash drive on your PC from the above 

links.  The free EZ File Manager is available from the Google Store and is quite helpful for moving/copying & installing files on the 

Android devices.   I also now use Real-Debrid, About $5 per month which helps with buffering & freezing up by finding only working 

streams.  

The last caveat for me was live sports. There are numerous apps that you can subscribe to get live network channels such as ESPN, 

SEC Channel , NFL Network & Redzone.  My current favorite is “Gears TV.” Costs $15 a month and I get virtually all USA channels, 

and some other countries too. I only subscribe during football season. The above mentioned Durex build also offers a live TV service 

at $15 per month. They only accept PayPal. You can email them for a free trial.  

As far as costs are concerned, by dropping cable TV my bill went from over $250 to $80 a month. That includes Internet and home 

phone service bundled. You can also get DSL Internet from the phone company. You do need robust wireless Internet for these 

boxes, but the Nvidia Shield has a connection for a RJ45 Cat 5 network plug.  I pay $15 a month for Gears TV, so my total is under 

$100.  Everything available on Netflix is on the Android boxes and more so you can save there. I don’t use my Roku anymore 

because everything on it is available on the Android box as well. My local power company will soon be offering Internet service and 

at that time I will sever all ties with the cable company and fully CUT THE CORD!                              Watch my Streaming video 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00ZV9RDKK?tag=googhydr-20&hvadid=208988526235&hvpos=1t1&hvnetw=g&hvrand=6725028893466661910&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=e&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9013327&hvtargid=kwd-295921611490&ref=pd_sl_746ssr8qzf_e
https://www.amazon.com/NVIDIA-SHIELD-Streaming-Media-Player-Version/dp/B01N1NT9Y6/ref=sr_1_1/130-2635160-0681338?ie=UTF8&qid=1509581081&sr=8-1&keywords=nvida%2Bshield&th=1
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Mi-Box-Android-TV/54827138
https://kodi.tv/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDfkZBKHawHC6gEgJ0R3Btg?app=desktop
https://www.facebook.com/groups/drxbld/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.estrongs.android.pop&hl=en
http://real-debrid.com/?id=2083565
http://kingvision.tech/cart.php?gid=1
https://www.facebook.com/groups/drxbld/
http://roberthoneycuttenterprises.com/Video/Streaming.mp4
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Mi-Box-Android-TV/54827138


 

My services 

 

These procedures are certainly “Do it yourself” things to Cut the Cord and save money. That’s why I wrote this guide with links and 

keep it updated. 

You can use variations such as keeping cheaper basic cable and adding the stream box for movies and channels you can’t otherwise 

get. Or you may want to just install an antenna and watch local channels. Most people however cannot survive these days without 

Internet so you are still locked in to either the cable or the phone company for the time being. 

Some of these procedures like making & running cables and tracing & re-routing them can require specialized tools which you may 

not have.  

Installing the software on these streaming boxes can also be intimidating.  You’ll see recommendations on certain links above to 

install a VPN. It’s a good thing to do to protect your privacy. I use IP Vanish. About $5 per month, you can install it on up to 5 

devices.  

I am available to help! From whatever equipment you may have to advice on installing the software. I can install all your 

entertainment equipment.  (Click here for some ideas.)  I also provide computer repairs, IT & website support, analog to digital 

music or video conversions, Voice-over, audio & video editing, IT Outsourcing among other services. Here is my contact information 

and a link to my business website and Facebook page. 

                                   Updated 6/30/18       

https://www.ipvanish.com/
http://roberthoneycuttenterprises.com/systems.htm
http://roberthoneycuttenterprises.com/moreservices.htm
http://roberthoneycuttenterprises.com/services.htm
http://roberthoneycuttenterprises.com/additional%20services.htm
http://roberthoneycuttenterprises.com/additional%20services.htm
http://roberthoneycuttenterprises.com/voice%20overs.htm
http://roberthoneycuttenterprises.com/voice%20overs.htm
http://roberthoneycuttenterprises.com/it%20outsourcing.htm
http://roberthoneycuttenterprises.com/
http://roberthoneycuttenterprises.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RAHEnterprises/

